was poured as concrete. Even plastered houses were then new. Casement
windows were nowhere to be seen except in my houses. So many things
were new. Nearly everything, in fact, hut the law of gravitation and the
personal idiosyncrasy of the client.
THE FIRST PROTESTANT
The Larkin Building was the first emphatic protestant in architecture.
Yes—it was the first emphatic outstanding protest against the tide of
meaningless elaboration sweeping the United States as Uncle Dan Burn-
ham., calling it by a different name, had prophesied it would do. The
United States were being swept into one grand rubbish heap of the
acknowledged styles, instead of intelligently and patiently creating a new
architecture.
The Larkin Administration Building was a simple cliff of brick her-
metically sealed (one of the first * air-conditioned' buildings in the country)
to keep the interior space clear of the poisonous gases in the smoke from
the New York Central trains that puffed along beside it.
It was built of masonry material—brick and stone 5 and in terms of the
straight line and flat plane the Larkin Administration Building was a
genuine expression of power directly applied to purpose, in the same sense
that the ocean liner, the plane or the car is so. And it's only fair to say that
it has had a profound influence upon European architecture for this reason.
The character and brutal power as well as the opportunity for beauty
of our own age were coming clear to me. In fact I saw then as now that
they are all one. I saw our own great chance in this sense still going to
waste on every side. Rebellious and protestant as I was myself when the
Larkin Building came from me, I was conscious also that the only way to
succeed, either as rebel or as protestant, was to make architecture genuine
and constructive affirmation of the new Order of this Machine Age.
And I worked to get that something into the Larkin Building, inter-
ested now also in the principle of articulation as related to that order.
But not until the contract had been let to Paul Mueller and the plaster-
model of the building stood completed on the big detail board at the
centre of the Oak Park draughting room did I get the articulation I finally
wanted. The solution that had hung fire came in a flash. I took the next
train to Buffalo to try and get the Larkin Company to see that it was worth
thirty thousand dollars more to build the stair towers free of the central
block, not only as independent stair towers for communication and escape
but also as air intakes for the ventilating system. It would require this sum
to individualize and properly articulate these features as I saw them,
Mr. Larkin, a kind and generous man, granted the appropriation and
the building as architecture, I felt, was saved.
TMs entire building was a great fireproof vault, probably the first
completely fireproof furnished building. The furniture was all made in
steel and magnesite built into place—even the desks and chairs we made
with the building. The wastepaper baskets were omitted. I never had a
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